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Statistics and research for the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety is provided by Information 
Analysis Directorate (IAD). It comprises four statistical sections: Hospital Information, Community Information, Public 
Health Information & Research and Project Support Analysis.  
 
IAD is responsible for compiling, processing, analysing, interpreting and disseminating a wide range of statistics 
covering health and social care.  
 
The statisticians within IAD are out-posted from the Northern Ireland Statistics & Research Agency (NISRA) and our 
statistics are produced in accordance with the principles and protocols set out in the Code of Practice for Official 
Statistics.  
 
About Public Health Information and Research Branch  
The role of Public Health Information and Research Branch (PHIRB) is to support the public health survey function 
and to provide support on public health issues within the Department. The head of the branch is the Principal 
Statistician, Mr. Bill Stewart. 
 
In support of the public health survey function, PHIRB is involved in the commissioning, managing and publishing of 
results from departmental funded surveys, such as the Health Survey Northern Ireland, All Ireland Drug Prevalence 
Survey, Young Persons Behaviour & Attitudes Survey, and the Adult Drinking Patterns Survey. 
 
PHIRB also has responsibility for the management of a programme of patient experience surveys across the Health 
and Social Care sector. 
 
PHIRB provides support to a range of key DHSSPS strategies including Making Life Better, a 10 year cross-
departmental public health strategic framework as well as a range of other departmental strategies such as those 
dealing with suicide, sexual health, breastfeeding, tobacco control and obesity prevention.  It also has a key role in 
supporting the Alcohol and Drug New Strategic Direction 2011-2016, by maintaining and developing key 
departmental databases such as, the Drug Misuse Database, Impact Measurement Tool and the Census of Drug & 
Alcohol Treatment Services, which are all used to monitor drug misuse and treatments across Northern Ireland. 
 
The branch also houses the NI Health and Social Care Inequalities Monitoring System which covers a range of 






Census of Drug and Alcohol Treatment Services in Northern Ireland – 1st September 2014  
This bulletin summarizes information on clients who were receiving treatment for problem alcohol and/or drug as at 
1 September 2014.  As with previous censuses, the number of clients in treatment was defined as ‘live cases’ where 
individuals were being treated on a one-to-one basis.  These figures may include a small element of double-counting 
as individuals may be receiving treatment in more than one organisation.  It represents a snapshot figure and cannot 
be used to derive treatment over the entire year.   
 
Summary 
In Northern Ireland on 1 September 2014: 
 A total of 8,553 persons were reported to be in treatment for 
misuse of alcohol and/or drugs. 
Of those in treatment for alcohol and/or drugs,  
 Almost three-fifths (57%) were males aged 18 and over, a 
third (33%) were female aged 18 or more and a tenth were 
aged under 18 (6% male; 4% female). 
 Almost half (45%) were in treatment for alcohol only, while a 
third were in treatment for drugs only and a quarter (24%) 
were in treatment for both drugs and alcohol. 
 Over a quarter of clients (28%) were receiving treatment in 
the Belfast Trust area, with 23% in the Southern Trust, 18% in 
the South Eastern Trust, 15% in the Western Trust and 10% in 
the Northern Trust 
 Over half of clients (54%) received treatment through non-
statutory organisations, with 42% receiving treatment 
through statutory organisations  
o The majority (93%) of those aged under 18 received 
treatment through non-statutory organisations 
 The majority of clients (95%) were being treated in a non-
residential setting. 
 
 The number of clients in treatment increased from 5,916 at 1 
March 2012 to 8,553 at 1 September 2014 (an increase of 
45%).  Some of this difference can be explained by a higher 
number of organisations contributing to the Census (70 in 
2012; 93 in 2014), however a direct comparison of the 63 
organisations that contributed to both the 2012 and 2014 
Censuses showed a 30% increase in clients between the two 
years. 
o The proportion of clients in treatment for alcohol 
only decreased from 62% in 2007 to 45% in 2014.  
o The proportion of clients in treatment for drugs only 
also increased from 20% in 2007 to 31% in 2014.  
o The proportion of clients in treatment for drugs and 
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At 1 September 2014, a total of 8,553 persons were 
reported to be in treatment for misuse of alcohol 
only, drugs only or a combination of both.   
 
Age and gender 
Of those in treatment for alcohol and/or drugs, almost 
three-fifths (57%) were males aged 18 and over, a 
third (33%) were female aged 18 or more and a tenth 
were aged under 18 (6% male; 4% female). 
Clients in treatment for alcohol and / or drug misuse by 
age and gender 
 
Overall, a quarter of all those in treatment were males 




Of those in treatment, almost half (45%) were in 
treatment for alcohol only, while around a third were 
in treatment for drugs only and a quarter (24%) were 
in treatment for both drugs and alcohol. 




Females (51%) were more likely than males (43%) to 
be in treatment for alcohol only, while males were 
more likely than females to be in treatment for drugs 
only (32% of males compared with 28% of females).  A 
quarter of males (25%) were in treatment for both 
drugs and alcohol of compared with a fifth of females 
(21%). 
 
Clients in treatment for alcohol and / or drug misuse by 
treatment type and gender 
  
 
Those aged 18 and over (46%) were more likely than 
those aged under 18 (38%) to be in treatment for 
alcohol only, while those aged under 18 (40%) were 
more likely than those aged 18 and over (30%) to be 
in treatment for drugs only. 
 
Clients in treatment for alcohol and / or drug misuse by 




Females aged 18 and over (52%) were more likely 
than males aged 18 and over (43%) to be in treatment 
for alcohol only.  Males aged 18 and over were more 
likely than females aged 18 and over to be in 
treatment for drugs only and both drugs and alcohol.  
There was no difference in treatment type between 
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Females in treatment 
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Male - 18+ Male - U18 Female - 18+ Female - U18 
Treatment type by age and gender 
Alcohol Only Drugs Only Drugs & Alcohol 
Service Type 
Over half of clients (54%) received treatment through 
non-statutory organisations, with 42% receiving 
treatment though statutory organisations and 4% 
receiving treatment in prison.  
 
The majority (93%) of those aged under 18 received 
treatment through non-statutory organisations.  For 
those aged 18 and over, almost a half (49%) received 
treatment through non-statutory organisations and  
through statutory organisations (47%). 
 
Residential Status 
The majority of clients (95%) were being treated in a 
non-residential setting.  Those who were being 
treated for both drugs and alcohol (9%) were more 
likely to have received treatment in a residential 
setting than those being treated for drugs only (5%) or 
alcohol only (4%). 
Proportion of clients who received treatment in a 




Over a quarter of clients (28%) were receiving 
treatment in the Belfast Trust area, with 23% in the 
Southern Trust, 18% in the South Eastern Trust, 15% 
in the Western Trust and 10% in the Northern Trust.   
 
The profile of clients across all Trusts with the 
exception of the Northern Trust was broadly similar.   
Just over one-tenth of clients receiving treatment 
were aged under 18 within all Trust areas with the 
exception of the Northern Trust area where 4% of 
clients were aged under 18.   
Around three-fifths of clients were male within all 
Trust areas except the Northern Trust where three-
quarters (74%) of clients were male. 
Almost half of clients (46%) who were in treatment 
within Trusts were in treatment for alcohol only, 
compared with 86% of those who were emergency 
admissions on the Hospital Inpatient System (HIS) and 
18% of those in prison.  Almost half (48%) of clients in 
prison were in treatment for both drugs and alcohol, 
compared with 23% within Trusts. 
 
Comparison with previous years 
The number of clients in treatment increased from 
5,916 at 1 March 2012 to 8,553 at 1 September 2014 
(an increase of 45%).  Some of this difference can be 
explained by a higher number of organisations 
contributing to the Census (70 in 2012; 93 in 2014).  
The 2014 response rate was 89% of organisations. 
The proportion of clients in treatment for alcohol only 
has decreased from 62% in 2007 to 45% in 2014, while 
the proportion of clients in treatment for drugs only 
increased from 20% in 2007 to 31% in 2014 and the 
proportion in treatment for drugs and alcohol 
















































Trusts Prison Emergency 
admissions (HIS) 
Treatment type by Trust 
Alcohol Only Drugs Only Drugs & Alcohol 











2007 2010 2012 2014 
Treatment type by year 
Alcohol Only Drugs Only Drugs & Alcohol 
Summary Statistics Map by Trust 
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Notes to Tables 
1. A dashed line (-) represents a cell count of less than five.  This is in order to avoid issues involving personal 
disclosure, where it may be possible to identify an individual from the data provided.  All percentages are 
rounded to the nearest percentage point. 
2. Hospital Information System (HIS) figures relate to the number of emergency admissions to HSC hospitals for 
only drug-related conditions, only alcohol-related conditions or both drug and alcohol-related conditions, 
excluding admissions under specialties for mental health and learning disabilities.  These figures are as at 1st 
March 2014. 
 
Table 1 – Breakdown by Age and Gender 
























Total 327 343 192 862 3,564 2,274 1,853 7,691 3,891 2,617 2,045 8,553 
Male 190 222 112 524 2,098 1,500 1,255 4,853 2,288 1,722 1,367 5,377 
Female 137 121 80 338 1,466 774 598 2,838 1,603 895 678 3,176 
Male (%) 58.1 64.7 58.3 60.8 58.9 66.0 67.7 63.1 58.8 65.8 66.8 62.9 
Female (%) 41.9 35.3 41.7 39.2 41.1 34.0 32.3 36.9 41.2 34.2 33.2 37.1 
% of Total 3.8 4.0 2.2 10.1 41.7 26.6 21.7 89.9 45.5 30.6 23.9 100.0 
% of all Males  3.5 4.1 2.1 9.7 39.0 27.9 23.3 90.3 42.6 32.0 25.4 100.0 
% of all Females 4.3 3.8 2.5 10.6 46.2 24.4 18.8 89.4 50.5 28.2 21.3 100.0 
 
Table 2 – Breakdown by Service Type 
























Total 2,288 1,722 1,367 524 4,853 5,377 1,603 895 678 338 2,838 3,176 
Statutory 1,139 832 491 32 2,430 2,462 673 354 157 26 1,158 1,184 
Non-statutory 1,100 793 736 492 2,137 2,629 923 531 511 312 1,653 1,965 
Prison 49 97 140 0 286 286 7 10 10 0 27 27 
Statutory (%) 49.8 48.3 35.9 6.1 50.1 45.8 42.0 39.6 23.2 7.7 40.8 37.3 
Non-statutory (%) 48.1 46.1 53.8 93.9 44.0 48.9 57.6 59.3 75.4 92.3 58.2 61.9 
Prison (%) 2.1 5.6 10.2 0.0 5.9 5.3 0.4 1.1 1.5 0.0 1.0 0.9 
 
























Total 327 343 192 862 3,564 2,274 1,853 7,691 3,891 2,617 2,045 8,553 
Statutory 11 21 26 58 1,801 1,165 622 3,588 1,812 1,186 648 3,646 
Non-statutory 316 322 166 804 1,707 1,002 1,081 3,790 2,023 1,324 1,247 4,594 
Prison 0 0 0 0 56 107 150 313 56 107 150 313 
Statutory (%) 3.4 6.1 13.5 6.7 50.5 51.2 33.6 46.7 46.6 45.3 31.7 42.6 
Non-statutory (%) 96.6 93.9 86.5 93.3 47.9 44.1 58.3 49.3 52.0 50.6 61.0 53.7 
Prison (%) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.6 4.7 8.1 4.1 1.4 4.1 7.3 3.7 
 
 
Table 3 – Breakdown by Residential Status 
























Total 2,288 1,722 1,367 524 4,853 5,377 1,603 895 678 338 2,838 3,176 
Residential 103 110 170 0 383 383 47 10 12 0 69 69 
Non-residential / 
Mixed 2,185 1,612 1,197 524 4,470 4,994 1,556 885 666 338 2,769 3,107 
Residential (%) 4.5 6.4 12.4 0.0 7.9 7.1 2.9 1.1 1.8 0.0 2.4 2.2 
Non-residential / 
Mixed (%) 95.5 93.6 87.6 100.0 92.1 92.9 97.1 98.9 98.2 100.0 97.6 97.8 
 
























Total 327 343 192 862 3,564 2,274 1,853 7,691 3,891 2,617 2,045 8,553 
Residential 0 0 0 0 150 120 182 452 150 120 182 452 
Non-residential / 
Mixed 327 343 192 862 3,414 2,154 1,671 7,239 3,741 2,497 1,863 8,101 
Residential (%) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.2 5.3 9.8 5.9 3.9 4.6 8.9 5.3 
Non-residential / 
Mixed (%) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 95.8 94.7 90.2 94.1 96.1 95.4 91.1 94.7 
 
 
Table 4 – Breakdown by Trust 
























Total 2,288 1,722 1,367 524 4,853 5,377 1,603 895 678 338 2,838 3,176 
Belfast 405 600 463 136 1,332 1,468 275 382 300 121 836 957 
Northern 244 341 68 30 623 653 122 100 13 8 227 235 
South Eastern 314 326 270 127 783 910 233 245 194 66 606 672 
Southern 811 173 186 150 1,020 1,170 649 73 45 82 685 767 
Western 387 176 239 80 722 802 284 81 112 59 418 477 
Prison 49 237 286 286 7 20 27 27 
Emergency 
admissions (HIS) 78 10 88 88 33 8 41 41 
Belfast (%) 17.7 34.8 33.9 26.0 27.4 27.3 17.2 42.7 44.2 35.8 29.5 30.1 
Northern (%) 10.7 19.8 5.0 5.7 12.8 12.1 7.6 11.2 1.9 2.4 8.0 7.4 
South Eastern (%) 13.7 18.9 19.8 24.2 16.1 16.9 14.5 27.4 28.6 19.5 21.4 21.2 
Southern (%) 35.4 10.0 13.6 28.6 21.0 21.8 40.5 8.2 6.6 24.3 24.1 24.1 
Western (%) 16.9 10.2 17.5 15.3 14.9 14.9 17.7 9.1 16.5 17.5 14.7 15.0 
Prison (%) 2.1 7.7 5.3 5.3 0.4 1.3 0.9 0.9 
Emergency 
admissions (HIS)  (%) 3.4 0.3 1.6 1.6 2.1 0.5 1.3 1.3 
 
























Total 327 343 192 862 3,564 2,274 1,853 7,691 3,891 2,617 2,045 8,553 
Belfast 75 130 52 257 605 852 711 2,168 680 982 763 2,425 
Northern 19 19 38 363 425 62 850 366 441 81 888 
South Eastern 43 105 45 193 504 466 419 1,389 547 571 464 1,582 
Southern 164 36 32 232 1,296 210 199 1,705 1,460 246 231 1,937 
Western 42 53 44 139 629 204 307 1,140 671 257 351 1,279 
Prison - 0 - 56 107 150 313 56 107 150 313 
Emergency 
admissions (HIS) - 0 - 111 10 5 126 111 13 5 129 
Belfast (%) 22.9 37.9 27.1 29.8 17.0 37.5 38.4 28.2 17.5 37.5 37.3 28.4 
Northern (%) 5.6 9.9 4.4 10.2 18.7 3.3 11.1 9.4 16.9 4.0 10.4 
South Eastern (%) 13.1 30.6 23.4 22.4 14.1 20.5 22.6 18.1 14.1 21.8 22.7 18.5 
Southern (%) 50.2 10.5 16.7 26.9 36.4 9.2 10.7 22.2 37.5 9.4 11.3 22.6 
Western (%) 12.8 15.5 22.9 16.1 17.6 9.0 16.6 14.8 17.2 9.8 17.2 15.0 
Prison (%) - 0.0 - 1.6 4.7 8.1 4.1 1.4 4.1 7.3 3.7 
Emergency 
admissions (HIS) (%) - 0.0 - 3.1 0.4 0.3 1.6 2.9 0.5 0.2 1.5 






Table 5 – Comparison Table 
  
1st March  
2007 
1st March  
2010 




Headcount % Headcount % Headcount % Headcount % 
Total 5,583 100.0 5,846 100.0 5,916 100.0 8,553 100.0 
Gender 
Male 3,686 66.0 4,244 72.6 4,066 68.7 5,377 62.9 
Female   1,897 34.0 1,602 27.4 1,850 31.3 3,176 37.1 
Age 
Under 18  847 15.2 644 11.0 398 6.7 862 10.1 
Over 18  4,736 84.8 5,202 89.0 5,518 93.3 7,691 89.9 
Treatment type 
Alcohol Only 3,476 62.3 3,328 56.9 3,111 52.6 3,891 45.5 
Drugs Only 1,118 20.0 1,294 22.1 1,514 25.6 2,617 30.6 
Drugs & Alcohol 989 17.7 1,224 20.9 1,291 21.8 2,045 23.9 
Service type 
Statutory 1,741 31.2 1,606 27.5 1,905 32.2 3,646 42.6 
Non-statutory 3,585 64.2 4,035 69.0 3,827 64.7 4,594 53.7 
Prison 257 4.6 205 3.5 184 3.1 313 3.7 
Residential Status 
Residential 116 2.1 133 2.3 141 2.4 452 5.3 




1,272 21.8 1,536 26.0 2,425 28.4 
Northern 1,349 23.1 1,094 18.5 888 10.4 
South Eastern 1,252 21.4 675 11.4 1,582 18.5 
Southern 789 13.5 1,240 21.0 1,937 22.6 
Western 797 13.6 1,015 17.2 1,279 15.0 
Prison 257 4.6 205 3.5 184 3.1 313 3.7 
Emergency admissions 










Contributors to the Census 
Belfast Trust - Dual Diagnosis Service Dunlewey Substance Advice Centre - Cavehill Road 
Dunlewey Substance Advice Centre - Stewartstown Road 
Dunlewey Substance Advice Centre - Ballymena 
Dunlewey Substance Advice Centre - Armagh (Alcohol Only) 
Dunlewey Substance Advice Centre - NDACT 
Start360 / DAISY (Belfast) 
Start360 / DAISY (West) 
Start360 / DAISY (East) 
Start360 / CHILL (Southern) 
Forum for Action on Substance Abuse (Belfast) 
Forum for Action on Substance Abuse (Bangor) 
Addiction NI - Elmwood  
Addiction NI - Falls  
Addiction NI - Albertbridge  
Addiction NI - RATSDAM  
Addiction NI - Older Focus - Southern Trust 
Addiction NI - Older Focus - Belfast Trust 
Addiction NI - Older Focus - South Eastern Trust 
Addiction NI - Older Focus - Northern Trust 
Addiction NI - RATSDAM - Alcohol & You 
Addiction NI - Older Focus - Down & Lisburn 
Addiction NI - Older Focus - Northern Trust 
Belfast Community Addiction Team 
South Belfast Drug Outreach Team 
Carrick 1 Ward - Holywell Hospital Inpatient Unit  
Ballymena CAT - Railway Street 
Ballymena CAT - Parkmore Drive 
Ballymena CAT - Drug Arrest Referral Scheme 
Ards Community Addiction Team 
Ards Benzo's Project 
Down Community Addiction Team 
Down and Lisburn Benzo's Project 
Lisburn Community Addiction Team 
South Eastern Trust - Dual Diagnosis  
CAT - St Luke’s Hospital - Newry and Mourne 
Addiction Unit - St Luke's Hospital - Craigavon & Banbridge 
Addiction Unit - St Luke's Hospital - Armagh & Dungannon 
Derry CAT  
Omagh CAT 
Drug Addiction Arrest Referral (Derry) 
AD:EPT (Hydebank)  
AD:EPT (Maghaberry) 
AD:EPT (Magilligan) 
Prison CAT (HMP Maghaberry / Hydebank / Magilligan) 
HURT (Have Your Tomorrows) Derry 
Rathlin Ward - Knockbracken Healthcare Park 
Ward J - Mater Hospital  
Ward K - Mater Hospital  
Ward L - Mater Hospital  
Ward Lissan 1 - Holywell Hospital 
Tobernaveen Lower - Acute Admissions - Holywell Hospital 
Tobernaveen Centre - Acute Admissions - Holywell Hospital 
Tobernaveen Upper - Acute Admissions - Holywell Hospital 
NHSCT CAMHS Substance Misuse Service 
Woodlands Wellness Hub - Whiteabbey Hospital 
Mental Health Unit - Downe Hospital 
Inpatient Addictions Unit - Shimna House  
Ward 12 - Lagan Valley Hospital 
CAMHS Southern Trust  
Bronte Ward - Bluestone Unit - Craigavon Area Hospital 
Addictions Unit - St Luke's Hospital 
PICU - Bluestone Unit - Craigavon Area Hospital 
Addiction Treatment Unit - Tyrone and Fermanagh Hospital 
CAMHS - Rivendell, Tyrone & Fermanagh Hospital 
Elm Ward - Tyrone and Fermanagh Hospital 
Lime Ward - Tyrone and Fermanagh Hospital 
Crisis Teams - Tyrone & Fermanagh Hospital/ Gransha 
Hospital  
ASCERT - South Eastern Trust area 
ASCERT - Belfast Trust area 
The Stauros Foundation - Ballyards House Armagh 
Barnardos - Pharos Project 
Barnardos - Southern Trust 
Falls Community Council - Community Drug Programme 
Carlisle House Substance Misuse Treatment Centre 
SOLACE - ARC Healthy Living Centre 
Cuan Mhuire - Newry 
EXTERN - Alcohol Housing Support Project 
Foyle Haven - Derry 
MARC Project - The Link - Newtownards 
Northlands - Derry 
Breakthru - Dungannon 
Harm Reduction Team - Simon Community - Bangor 
Threshold Drug Outreach Services - Ballymena 
Threshold Drug Outreach Services  - Northern Board 
Impact of Alcohol Portfolio - Alcohol & Domestic Violence - 
Women's Aid 
Impact of Alcohol Portfolio - Family Counselling - Relate NI 
Impact of Alcohol Portfolio - Older People Focus  
Impact of Alcohol Portfolio - Alcohol Liaison Midwifery 
Service 
Impact of Alcohol Portfolio - Chronic Alcohol Users - De Paul 
Ireland 
Impact of Alcohol Portfolio - Outreach Youth Work - 
Breakthru 
Impact of Alcohol Portfolio - Alcohol Liaison Nurse Service  
Emergency Admissions - Hospital Inpatient System 
 
*A total of 63 organisations participated in both the 
2012 and the 2014 Censuses. 
